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Learning Objectives: 
Explain the principles of the Frequency
Following Response.
Discuss how the FFR provides an objective
assessment of auditory processing,
independent of client effort, attention, or
language proficiency.
Discuss how FFR complements behavioral
assessment.improves diagnostic accuracy,
and provides a way to track therapeutic
interventions.
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Despite the biological underpinnings of Auditory Processing Disorder,
clinicians have long relied almost exclusively on behavioral test batteries
to diagnose it. These traditional assessments, while valuable, are highly

susceptible to confounding variables such as attention, motivation,
cognitive load, language proficiency, and linguistic background. As a

result, accurate identification of APD—particularly in children, individuals
with attention difficulties, and non-native English speakers—has

remained a longstanding challenge.Although the Auditory Brainstem
Response (ABR) has not been effective in distinguishing individuals with

Auditory Processing Disorder (APD) from those without the disorder,
recent advances in auditory electrophysiology have highlighted the
Frequency Following Response (FFR) as a promising and objective

measure of auditory neural processing which can be used to
complement behavioral assessments and track therapeutic benefits.

This presentation will introduce the FFR and illustrate its clinical value
through case examples involving APD as well as APD secondary to

concussion.
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